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30 July 2020 
 
Dear Member, 
 
The AIFST Board are pleased to invite you to attend a General Meeting (GM), to be held at 5.30pm 
(AEST) on Thursday, 27 August 2020 via Zoom webinar and teleconference.  
 
The only item of business for member’s resolution will be the appointment of a new President and 
Chair of the Board. 
 
The reason for the ordinary resolution is to fill the role of President and Chair of the Board, which is 
becoming vacant due to the imminent retirement of the current President and Chair, Mr Peter Schutz. 
 
The Board is pleased to propose Mr Duncan McDonald to fill the role of President and Chair of the 
Board. 
 
The Board believes Mr McDonald will provide strong food science and technology skills as well as 
wider food industry networks along with assisting to position the Institute in a modern, strategic 
capacity to better support the current and future needs of our members.   
 
The AIFST Board unanimously supports the proposed resolution and encourages members to vote in 
favour of it at the General Meeting. 
 
Further details are set out in the accompanying Notice of Meeting and Explanatory Notes. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

Fiona Fleming 
CEO & Company Secretary  
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Important notice: 
This is a document that should be read in its entirety. 
This document comprises the Explanatory Notes referred to in the Notice of Meeting. 
Please ensure you read this document before you vote and contact the AIFST Office if you have any 
questions. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The structural changes made following the Extraordinary General Meeting held in October 2014 
included creating a smaller, more decisive board and setting a maximum six-year term for directors 
using a cycle of compulsory retirements each year, with a view to moving to a skills-based board 
(including up to two non-members).  
 
Those structural changes have, since then, been successfully implemented. As part of those changes, 
Mr. Peter Schutz became President and Chair of the Board in 2016. 
 
Mr. Peter Schutz has now indicated his intention to retire from the AIFST Board and step down as 
President and Chair of the Board with effect from the close of the General Meeting on 27 August 
2020. 
 
THE PROPOSED RESOLUTION 
 
There is one proposed Ordinary Resolution. In accordance with the Constitution all members are 
entitled to vote on the ordinary resolution.  
 
The ordinary resolution is: 
 
Mr. Duncan McDonald is appointed as President and Chair of the Board, with effect from the end of 
this meeting until the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held in 2022.  
 
BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS 
 
Biographical details of Mr. Duncan McDonald are available on the AIFST website. 
 
CONCLUSION IN RELATION TO A “YES” VOTE FOR ORDINARY RESOLUTION 1 
 
A vote in favour by 50% or more of all members who vote on the Ordinary Resolution would result in 
Mr. Duncan McDonald being appointed as President of AIFST and Chair of the Board from the close 
of the General Meeting until the close of the Annual General Meeting to be held in 2022.  
 
THE “NO” CASE 
Members may choose to vote against the proposed resolution to be put during the General Meeting.  
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WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE PROPOSED RESOLUTION IS NOT PASSED? 
 
If the Ordinary Resolution is not passed, then AIFST would be without a President and Chair of the 
Board, albeit Board members may appoint a chair for their meetings pursuant to clause 11.12(e) of 
the constitution. 
 
WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 
 
Members who wish to register questions before the General Meeting concerning the proposed 
resolution are invited to do so.  Your questions are very important to us. 
 
A form has been provided for you to submit questions and return it to the Company Secretary by 
email (aifst@aifst.com.au) by 5.00pm on Monday, 17 August 2020.  
 
Should questions be submitted, we will update the Institute’s website by 5.00pm on Friday, 21 
August 2020 with an “Answers to Asked Questions” document so voting members may consider 
the answers provided before making their vote. 
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